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Biodiversity [
There are about 1.4 million known
species of living things on Earth. It is
natural for species to disappear from

_ time to time and for others to appear.
The food chain There are many species that have not

All living things need energy to survive. been discovered yet. Scientists say

Animals get energy from the food they eat th,e'fe may b'e up to 20

and plants get energy from the Sun, soil I’.nl.”IOI’l Species of ( {

and water. A food chain shows how animals living things on Problems

and plants are connected. For example, | Earth. ‘ caused by humans
insects eat plants, birds eat insects and When a species of animal
eagles eat birds. The eagle will die and its ‘ or plant dies out, it disturbs
body will break down in the soil, turning the food chain and

into nutrients or food for plants. This is‘also causes problems for
| known as the cycle of life. \ the Earth. Human

activities such as

hunting,

deforestation and
urbanisation are
causing many species
of plants and animals
to die out quickly.

Sparrow

Protection

Many scientists and organisations are trying to
protect different species of animals and plants
from dying out. They are breeding animals
in captivity, protecting them from
hunters and helping them to
survive as their environments
change. Scientists are also rescuing
many plant species by saving their
seeds in seed banks.




